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Interoperability Protocol OAI of Open Digital Resources

Xiaohui Zheng ( Tsinghua University Library, Beijing 100084 )
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Abstract: The interoperability of digital libraries is becoming more
and more important with the development of digital
resources. Generally, three types are categorized for
current DL interoperability: Gathering, Federated and
Harvesting. Each type has its advantages and disadvantages.
Gathering translates the user query into acceptable queries
for each DL and merges the hits into one page that is
presented to the user. In harvesting approach, a service
provider harvests metadata from data providers using a
predefined protocol. Federated type needs all participants
use the same DL protocol such as Z739.50. These approaches
are compared briefly and particularly federated approach
using OAI protocol is discussed.
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