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Abstract: The Internet has made possible a global information
environment where we can access information resources
regardless of distance. However, current In ternet
technologies have not sufficiently matured yet to provide a
community-ori ented information infrastructure where a user
can access information resources u sing terms and metadata
schemas designed for his/her community. Metadata plays a n
important role to help realize a community—oriented
information environment. T his paper presents two case
studies which include the development of domain-spec ific
subject vocabularies—a core subject vocabulary for a
subject gateway for 1li brary and library-and-information
science (LIS) resources, and subject vocabular ies of a
portal service for a regional community. These case studies
show that s mall subject vocabularies are useful for these
community-oriented services, and that maintenance is a
crucial issue for the development and use of the vocabular
ies. In order to build a community-oriented information
environment in the Inter net, we have to solve two
contradictory requirements for metadata schemas—specia
lization (or localization) in a community and
interoperability among communities . This paper shows a
conceptual model to understand crucial aspects to solve the
contradictory requirement.
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