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In the past decade, in order to achieve universal and equitable public library services for all people, the Chinese public libi
has experimented with a number of models for developing public libraries in rural areas. Zhucheng of Shandong Province joined
exploration in around 2007 and advanced a community service center based public library service. This study examines the cha
of this model and its value and limitation in ensuring universal and equitable public library services. The study shows that Zhuch
has inherited from the past rural library development two features: disintegrating public library services among a number of cult
facilities, and having the lowest level government to bear the responsibility of developing rural library services. The most notabl
innovation of Zhucheng model is its incorporation of public library services into the general community service platform. This has
transformed rural library service to a true public good, but also enhanced its long-term sustainability. The trajectory of public lit
services in Zhucheng will likely be determined by both its inheritance from the past and its innovation, engendering at least a ce
degree of uncertainties for its future. This, in turn, makes the Zhucheng answer to the question “How to develop an universal
equitable public library service for all people in China” unaccomplished. 1 fig. 36 refs.

BHESVY AFIRFEFER FHEPDFH P

K







