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Origins of Early Public Libraries in China
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Abstract: According to the previous data about the history of
libraries, a book collecting building is considered as the
major origin of the public library in China, which
indicates that most of the public libraries were evolved
from the book collecting buildings. However, the book
collecting building is only one of resources of the public
library. In addition, the donations from colleges, official
publishing houses, and individuals also helped establishing
the foundation of early public libraries, including the
basic materials such as books and library buildings
Therefore, they should be regarded as the main origins of
early public libraries in China as well.
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