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Transplantation of Methods in Scientometrics - A Methodological Evaluation

Wang Lian, Wu Yishan

Ingtitute of Science and Technology Information of China, Beijing 100038

Abstract: Scientometrics is a developing discipline, which seems to have reached a phase of methodological
predicament. This paper discusses the multidisciplinarity of scientometrics and presents some typical cases about
applying methods of other disciplines to scientometrics. It probes into the underlying principle of method-
transplantation by using the concept of metaphor and then discusses the feasibility of the transplantation process and
problems that may come along.
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