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Governance Reforms in China’s Essential Medicines System
Gu Xin

[ Abstract] It was early in 1982 that China established its essential medicines
system. Nevertheless, due to many factors, the system has failed to perform its
functioning. Restructuring the national essential medicines system has been
incorporated into the newly released official proposal for new healthcare reforms in
China. It is crucial for a successful restructuring to introduce two principles of “good
governance” in public management, namely (1) wide participation of stakeholders,
and (2) high-degree transparency of institutional arrangements. Another key step
moving towards good governance is to ensure neutrality, impersonality, and
transparency in selection of essential medicines, in which all pharmaceutical
companies play a role of monitors by serving as observers.

[ Key words ] essential medicines, good governance, transparency, basic
healthcare security system
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