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Thoughts on the Reform of Central local Government System
in China

Shen Ronghua

[ Abstract] Government reforms includes two stages: horizontal reform and
vertical reform. This article mainly stresses the interactive and coordinative relations
of such two stages. According to the author, the new round government reform
should introduce vertical reform in time and make it interact with the horizontal
reform, so as to promote the reform integrally. First, we should rationally allocate the
functions among governments at all levels according to their responsibilities instead
of simply copy the practices of the higher level. Second, based on the function
allocation, we should resolve the new problems faced by governments in reform,
smooth the vertical and horizontal relations and further optimize the vertical
government structure. Third, we should change the original routine dependency of
abstract power distribution to the vertical authority distribution on the basis of the
scopes of governmental functions.

[Key words] government system reform, function allocation, government
structure
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