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How to Enhance Public Interest without Harming Individual Citizen Rights in
the Process of Fast Urban Development
——on Eminent Domain and Its Proper Use

Lan Zhiyong

[ Abstract] Eminent Domain is an important concept in the handling of
governmental use of private land in western countries. Proper use of the eminent
domain prerogative on the part of the government could enhance public interest
while at the same time provide protection for citizen rights and interests. The author
used a case to illustrate the use of the eminent domain concept in a western country
and pointed out its relevance to China s urban development. He argues that only
when this prerogative is used properly, can justice be maintained and social
development sustainable.
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