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On the Publicness of Public Administration and Why It is Possible

Feng Ying

[ Abstract] “Publicness” is inherent in public administration, and is also the
legitimacy foundation of government. On the basis of analysis of connotation of
publicness and presumptions concerning “humanity” in public administration, this
article suggests that realistic social institutions are gradually improved when human
beings endlessly seek answers to “Hume's Problem”, which also leads to higher
publicness in public administration. In this process, fundamental humanity inherent
in human beings, the evolution of institutional designs, the cultivation of public spirit
are the most important factors for increasing public administration's public
orientation.
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