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Inter-governmental Relationships in Air Pollution Control
——A Case Study of California
Cai Lan

[Abstract]The trend that China's air pollution is increasingly showing up from local pollution
to regional pollution has made it a hot topic of studying the intergovernmental relationships
involved in the governance of air pollution. The intergovernmental relationships include the
relationship between the central government and local governments, and the relationship among
transboundary governments. Then, what should it be like for the horizontal and vertical
intergovernmental relations? The practice that California developed innovative polices contains a

large number of horizontal and vertical intergovernmental cooperation in the control of air
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pollution policy process. It revealed to us that the fundamental strategy of air pollution control
depends not only on the mutual beneficial interaction between central government and local
governments, but also lies in the region lateral intergovernmental cooperation.
[Key words]air pollution , government cooperation , government relations
[Author]Cai Lan is Associate Professor at School of Politics and Public Administration,

Guangdong University of Foreign Studies. Guangzhou 510420
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