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The Legitimacy of the Public Administration: an Interpretation of U.S. Academic Debate

Sun Yu

[Abstract]This paper reviews the academic debate on the legitimacy of public administration
in America during 1990s. The author argues that the fundamental difference between the
controversies is the methodology. The contractualism advocate that it should be grounded in the
logic of a constitution in general that pertains to the checking of power, yet the interpretivism
advocate that it is firmly rooted in legislative mandate. This paper points out that the legitimacy of
public administration is not only a problem of the inheritance of the Constitution and the defence
of it, but also an issue of how to make the living constitution have a coevolutionary relationship
with the politics, the economy and the society.

[Key words]legitimizing public administration, interpretivism, contractualism, Balcksburg
Manifesto, the constitutional school
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