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Public Power and EU Soft Governance

Gao Qiqi

Abstract: Public—power—decentralization has been becoming a developing trend of global governance theory. As
to its definition, public power is a force of enforcing coercion and forming norms through representing
publicity within a certain range. This article tries to discover the function of public power in EU
governance through EU soft governance cases. General idea believes that, EU hard governance is mainly
promoted by EU public power, and EU soft governance is promoted by conscious constraint and self-
identification of governing participants. However, the finding of this paper is that, even in EU soft
governance, public power is also necessary. The key point of this paper is that, polycentric governance

should not exclude the function of public power, but be supplemented by the development of public power.

Keyword: public power; soft governance; EU governance; polycentric governance
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