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Assistant Chairperson
PhD, Physical Chemistry, University of Michigan

Tech E384
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Research Interests

Bioengineering Education
Suzanne Olds' research is in the area of engineering education.  She participates in the 
VaNTH ERC in Engineering Educational Technologies and she conducts an engineering 
outreach program to local middle schools.  She advises a group of over twenty student 
volunteers who have developed a challenge-based module in artificial limb design that 
addresses many of the Illinois Learning Standards in science, math, English language arts, 
and social science. The name of the module is called Get a Grip! 
( www.middleschoolengineers.com) 

Undergraduate and graduate students have worked with the Center for International 
Rehabilitation and faculty in the School of Engineering and Social Policy to develop the 
challenge, lesson plans, and activities for the unit. In 2006-07, students are implementing 
the 4-week unit in one middle school each quarter. They work with the teacher and observe 
student engagement in the various activities. Students continuously revise and expand the 
module based upon their observations and on feedback from the teachers and targeted 
students. 

Undergraduate and graduate students in any discipline can become involved in several 
aspects of the project: implementing the module in the classroom, revising the curriculum, 
expanding the existing lesson plans, and/or developing assessment instruments and 
analyzing data.  Those who are interested in contributing to the project should contact 
Suzanne Olds at s-olds@northwestern.edu.  
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