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MSU graduating senior defiesillness to accomplish goal
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Dec. 8, 2006, EAST LANSING, Mich. —

Thewalk new of for Jniversity senior Brittney Hoszkiw.

Snewill , but she fees that anew life.

Hoszkiw doesn't talk regret about itsin aloss of peripheral atwo

week coma, amonth in intensive care, blood clots in her legs, a pulmonary embolism, nerve demage to her hands and feet, kidney failure, chronic pain, ‘donated by her father but she wishes she had been able to give more to MSU.

A 2001 graduate of Northwest High School, Hoszkiw spent a year at Jackson Community College before enrolling at MSU i the fall of 2002. She will graduate Dec. 9 from MSU
Hoszkiw after coming
“When | came down with my iliness, | was thinking ‘why me, what did | do wrong in my short life to deserve this? "Hoszkiw said. “| had to re-

learto walk, write and even re-
lear the alphabet. It the daily tasks, teeth about than school. When you get sick like this, you don't think about graduation.
ors were incredibly understanding and helpful, and I never did ask for many special considerations,” she said. "I wasjust trying to be normal. Every small accomplishment was a benchmark, and | was ot going o let thisillness defet me. Also, the Food Network and my family ke

“My MSU profe
Her parents, Steve and Kathy Hoszkiw, and her doctor, Raphael Javier, anephrologist with the Mid-

Michigan Kidney Lansing, knew that recovery period, but that for her mental bi
‘She credits her family and doctors with helping her make that areality, and after seven months of rest and rehabilitation, returned to school part time and continued her rehabilitation regimen.

A dancer, Hoszkiw lost chunks of her muscle tissue, but with rehabilitation, has returned to dancing.

“Ilove all typesof dancing, but ballet was always what | enjoyed most. It was unreal quickly | " she said. *I'm sill far 1 was.It's more of ahobby, and when | stop it will be because | choose to.
1 feel better then | have in years; I've never had so much energy and such a positive perspective,” Hoszkiw said. *Because of thisillness, I view things differently and experienceife in many new ways. | enjoy school and my life with family and friends”
Sheaso er new career of the Downtown Development for Sireet Program in Iron Mountain. She will througl

Will she dance across the stage at commencement?
“You probably won't catch me dancing, but | will be avery happy girl,” she sad. “1 know it took along time, and it was around about way to get here, but Il be heppy to'say | did it. And uckily, it's something I'll only have to do once.”
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