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Soxhlet apparatus. The ethanolic extract is concentrated and then dissolved with hot 70% ethanol to a PubMed

A method for the paper chromatographic separation and subsequent spectrophotometric determination
of lycorine in plant drugs is described. 4g of the powdered sample is extracted with 95% ethanol in a

volume of 10ml. Exactly 0.1ml of the clear solution is taken for paper chromatography on a sheet of F Article by
Whatman No. 1 paper with n-C ,Hy OH-C ,H;OH-NH,OH-H, O (90:10:1:97 v/v), by which lycorine can be
separated from other alkaloids in the sample. Lycorine is viewed under u.v. light as a greenish-blue
fluorescent spot, which is cut from the paper and macerated for 4 to 8 hours with exactly 5 ml of
ethanol. The optical density of the ethanolic solution is determined at 288 mp in a spectrophotometer,
ethanol being used as a blank. The amount of lycorine is calculated from a standard graph. The percent
recovery of pure lycorine is 93.7+1.1% by this method, and this should be taken into account in
calculating the lycorine content of the sample. The average deviation of the method is£5%.
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