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Abstract

Drug-induced cutaneous reactions are relatively common adverse actions for a clinical drugs, which could lead to
therapeutic failure or life-threatening. Although drug-induced cutaneous reactions can occur in the case of non-
immunological mechanism, immune system play aleading role, especially in drug-induced delayed-type cutaneous
reactions (DDCR). At theinitial phase of DDCR, processes of haptenation of drugs or their metabolites, activation of
antigen-presenting cells and expression of co-stimulatory molecules are usually involved. However, recent research
indicated that there is a new alternative route which does not require bioactivation of drugs or their metabolites or
antigen processing to elicit an immunological response. Due to its complexity, this paper reviewed the effective
prophylaxis and treatment for DDCR, based on the right understanding of the pathological mechanism.
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