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Abstract:

Despite the likelihood of poor quality data flowing from clinical information systems to public health information systems,

current policies and practices are pushing for the adoption and use of even greater numbers of electronic data feeds.

However, using poor data can lead to poor decision-making outcomes in public health. Therefore public health informatics

professionals need to assess, and periodically re-evaluate, the quality of electronic data and their sources. Unfortunately

there is currently a paucity of tools and strategies in use across public health agencies. Our Center of Excellence in Public

Health Informatics is working to develop and disseminate tools and strategies for supporting on-going assessment of data

quality and solutions for overcoming data quality challenges. In this article, we outline the need for better data quality

assessment and our approach to the development of new tools and strategies. In other words, public health informatics
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professionals need to ask questions about the electronic data received by public health agencies, and we hope to create

tools and strategies to help informaticians ask questions that will lead to improved population health outcomes.
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