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The size of liposomes: a factor which affects ther targeting efficiency to
tumors

YANG Li-bin, HU Rong

(Pharmaceutical Institute, Medical School, Yangzhou University, Yangzhou 225001, China)

Abstract

The size of liposomes has been shown to be an important factor in the efficient delivery of an antitumor agent to tumors.
In this paper, the effects of the size of liposomes on the pharmacokinetics of liposomes and liposome  encapsulated drugs
are discussed with reference to: (1) the circulation amount and residence time of liposomesin the blood; (2) the
accumul ation of liposomes in the tumor; (3) permeation of liposomes through tumor capillaries and their retention in tumor
tissue. Finally the importance of the size of liposome in the design of an effective liposomal antitumor preparation is
discussed.
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