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Epigenetics and Tumor
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Abstract Gene mutation, especially tumor suppressor gene mutation in somatic cell, was usually
considered as a key event in tumorigenesis mechanism. Recently, aberrant mechanism named epig

enetics was found to be more prevalent and important in tumorigenesis. Epigenetics refersto the s
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tudy of heritable changes in gene expression that occur without a change in DNA sequence. Thos
e changes in gene expression include DNA methylation, genomic imprinting, chromatin histone mo
dification, CTCF, non-coding RNA. Here we briefly summarize the relationship between epigenet
ic mechanism and tumorigenesis.
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