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CONTEXT: The development of UK national targets to reduce the transmission of HIV and

other STDs has focused health promotion efforts on advocating the use of condoms during
penetrative vaginal and anal sex. However, other behaviors that can facilitate STD
transmission—such as oral sex and, in particular, fellatio—have received limited attention.

METHODS: Between 2003 and 2005, a sample of 1,373 full- and part-time students, primarily
aged 16-18, completed questionnaires about their knowledge, attitudes and experiences
related to sexual behavior and health. Chi-square tests were used to assess differences by
sexual experience and gender. Supplementary data were obtained from sexual event diaries
completed by 108 young people.

RESULTS: Fifty-six percent of survey respondents had experienced fellatio or cunnilingus,
including 22% of those who had not yet engaged in penetrative intercourse. Of young people
who had had vaginal intercourse, 70% had previously had oral sex. Among those who had
experienced fellatio once, 17% had used a condom, but only 2% of respondents who had
engaged in fellatio more than once reported consistent use. Reduced pleasure and lack of
motivation, desire and forethought were reasons given for not using condoms during fellatio;
hygiene, avoidance of the dilemma of whether to spit or swallow ejaculate, and taste were
commonly cited as triggers for use.

Conclusion: Greater efforts are needed to publicize the risk of exposure to STDs that many
young people face because of unprotected noncoital sexual activities before, as well as after,
they enter into relationships involving intercourse.
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