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Abstract

ANTUNES, Leonardo dos Santos; ANTUNES, L#iia Azeredo Alves and
CORVINO, Marcos Paulo Fonseca. Educative practices and attitudes within
the pre-school environment: evaluating the education professionals.
Braz. oral res. [online]. 2008, vol.22, n.4, pp. 340-345. ISSN . doi:
10.1590/51806-83242008000400010.

School and family together play an important role in the individual
development of children. Therefore, this study aimed at evaluating the
practices and attitudes towards oral health care of 245 education
professionals working in 24 public municipal pre-schools in Niterf#, State of Rio
de Janeiro, Brazil. The data were obtained from self-questionnaires consisting
of both open and closed questions. The methodology was both quantitative
and qualitative, and the quantitative analysis was based on frequency (%0).
Regarding oral health practices, it was observed that the majority of the
education professionals emphasized toothbrushing as a vital method of oral
hygiene. In addition, 70.7% of the education professionals performed other
types of oral hygiene activities with the schoolchildren, and 17.1% did so with
the children’s families. All the participants of the study considered that
education professionals have a key role in promoting healthy oral habits
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amongst the schoolchildren and they believe that involving the dentist in educative programs is important. It was
therefore concluded that the education professionals surveyed have positive practices and attitudes regarding
the children's care, and they recognize their role in fostering healthy habits and developing integrated pedagogic

oral health programs.

Keywords : Dental health education; School health services; Oral health; Health promotion.

text in_english 7pdf in english

(I EESGlll Al the content of the journal, except where otherwise noted, is licensed under a Creative Commons License

Sociedade Brasileira de Pesquisa Odontol#%ica

Av. Lineu Prestes, 2227
Caixa Postal 8216
05508-900 S#il Paulo SP - Brazil

Tel./Fax: +55 11 3091-7810
e
e Mail
bor@sbpgo.org.br




