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Self-Concept and the Perception of Facial Appearance in Children and Adolescents Seeking 
Orthodontic Treatment

Ceib Phillipsa and Kimberly N. Edwards Bealb

 

Objective: To examine, in adolescents with mild to moderate malocclusion, the relationship between self-concept and 
demographic characteristics, a clinical assessment of malocclusion, self-perception of malocclusion, and self-perception 
of facial attractiveness.

Methods and Materials: Fifty-nine consecutive patients ages 9 to 15 years scheduled for initial records in a graduate 
orthodontic clinic consented to participate. Each subject independently completed the Multidimensional Self-Concept Scale 
(MSCS), the Facial Image Scale, and the Index of Treatment Need–Aesthetic Component (IOTN-AC). Peer Assessment 
Rating (PAR) scores were obtained from the patients' diagnostic dental casts. Forward multiple-regression analysis with a 
backward overlook was used to analyze the effect of the demographic, clinical, and self-perception measures on each of 
the six self-concept (MSCS) domains.

Results: Self-perception of the dentofacial region was the only statistically significant predictor (P < .05) for the Global, 
Competence, Affect, Academic, and Physical domains of self-concept, while age, parental marital status, and the 
adolescent's self-perception of the dentofacial region were statistically significant predictors (P < .05) of Social Self-
Concept.

Conclusion: The self-perceived level of the attractiveness or “positive”  feelings toward the dentofacial region is more 
strongly related to self-concept than the severity of the malocclusion as indicated by the PAR score or by the adolescent's 
perception of their malocclusion.

Keywords: Adolescents, Facial attractiveness, Self-concept, Index of Treatment Need–Aesthetic Component, Peer 
Assessment Rating

Accepted: March 2008; 

a Professor, Department of Orthodontics, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, N.C

 

b Private Practice, Atlanta, Ga

 

Corresponding Author: Dr Ceib Phillips, University of North Carolina Department of Orthodontics, CB#7450, Brauer Hall, 
Chapel Hill, NC 27599-7450 (Ceib_Phillips@dentistry.unc.edu)

Cited by

Delcides F. de Paula, Júnior, Nádia C. M. Santos, Érica T. da Silva, Mariade Fátima Nunes, and Cláudio R. Leles. (2009) 

 Previous Article Volume 79, Issue 1 (January 2009) Next Article  

Add to Favorites Share Article Export Citations Track Citations Permissions 

Abstract

HOME  RELATED LINKS  

Volume 79, Issue 1  
(January 2009)

Journal Information

Register for a Profile

JOURNAL  SUBSCRIBERS  AUTHORS  REVIEWERS  SOCIETY  HELP



© 2010 The E. H. Angle Education and Research Foundation
Allen Press, Inc. printsThe Angle Orthodontist

Allen Press, Inc. assists in the online publication of The Angle Orthodontist
Technology Partner - Atypon Systems, Inc

 

  

Articles Citing this Article

Google Scholar 

Search for Other Articles By Author

 Ceib Phillips  

 Kimberly N. Edwards Beal 

Search in:

Angle Online 

gfedc

gfedc

nmlkj

Search

 

Psychosocial Impact of Dental Esthetics on Quality of Life in Adolescents. The Angle Orthodontist 79:6, 1188-1193
Online publication date: 1-Nov-2009.
Abstract | Full Text | PDF (57 KB) 

Related Articles


