
 

Available Issues  |  Japanese

Author:  ADVANCED 

Keyword:   Search

Volume Page

 

       

 
TOP > Available Issues > Table of Contents > Abstract 

Tropical Medicine and Health
Vol. 36 (2008) , No. 2 p.111

[PDF (121K)] [References

 

A case of severe tungiasis in Nigeria

Uade Samuel Ugbomoiko1), Liana Ariza2) and Jorg Heukelbach

1) Department of Zoology, University of Ilorin
2) Postgraduate Program in Medical Sciences, School of Medicine, Federal University of 
Ceara
3) Department of Community Health, School of Medicine, Federal University of Ceara
4) Anton Breinl Centre, School of Public Health, Tropical Medicine and Rehabilitation 
Sciences, James Cook University

(Accepted April 1, 2008)

Abstract:  We present a severe case of tungiasis (sand flea disease) in an orphan with 
mental disease, living in a rural village in Lagos State, Nigeria. More than 1,100 embedded 
sand fleas were counted, causing severe pathology on the feet and difficulty walking. 
Lesions also occurred on the hands, elbows, and buttocks. This case shows that tungiasis 



may cause severe disease in a small proportion of high-risk individuals in endemic 
communities. Action is needed to reduce severe morbidity caused by this parasitic skin 
disease in this and other underprivileged communities.
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