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HISTORY AND ACTIVITIES OF MEDICAL ETHICS IN IRAN

Bagher Larijani, Farzaneh Zahedil, Hossein Malek-Afzali

Abstract:

Background: The increased recognition of ethical problems has contributed to the resurgence of ethics in relation to
health care, and to the emergence of medical ethics as a new collaborative discipline in the world. The growing trends in
biomedical technologies have been associated with increasing discussions about ethical aspects of the new knowledge in
different societies. Advances in genetics, stem cell research, and organ transplantation are some of the medical issues
that have raised important ethical and social issues in different countries. Given the special attention that has been paid
toward moral ethics in Islam, an emphasis on ethics has been also voiced by medical and religious professions in Iran. In
the recent decade, great strides have been made in biomedical ethics, especially in the field of education, research, and
legislation. Methods: In this article, a brief history, and some of the activities in the field of medical ethics that are carried
out have been reviewed. Results & Conclusion: Establishment of the National Committee for Medical Research and
Regional Committee of Ethics for Medical Research, and compiling the National codes of ethics in biomedical research are
the main early activities carried out during 1990s. A comprehensive strategic plan for medical ethics in the national level
has been introduced in 2002. After implementation of this plan, considerable activities are being carried out that most
important related activities will be also reviewed in this paper.
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