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Queensland researchers work towards better treatment of drug addiction

21 August 2012

The University of Queensland researchers are seeking to identify more effective ways of treating drug addiction to tackle the 

perceived prevalence of injecting drug use worldwide. 

In 2009, United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) estimated there were 15–39 million problem drug users globally. 

Professor Wayne Hall from UQ’s Centre for Clinical Research leads a research team that aims to find out what causes drug 

addiction and the associated burden of harm and disease it has on society.

“We are assessing the impact of neuroscience on how we think about and respond to addiction,” Professor Hall said. 

“Ultimately these findings may influence governments to provide more effective new treatments.” 

Professor Hall said many new ethical and policy implications surround innovative treatments.

“Among these are the possible use of the courts to force addicted individuals into treatment and proposals to trial deep brain 

stimulation to treat addiction,” Professor Hall said. 

“Deep brain stimulation has proven very effective in treating Parkinsons’ Disease but there are questions about its 

appropriateness in treating addiction.” 

The researchers are also examining ethical issues raised by proposals to monitor the use of illegal drugs in the community by 

measuring illicit drug residues and metabolites in waste water.

Professor Hall and Professor Louisa Degenhardt from the Burnet Institute, Melbourne, were involved in a recent study 
published in the Lancet that estimated 155–250 million people used an illicit drug worldwide in 2008.  

These comprised about 129–191 million cannabis users; 16–38 million problem users of opioids, amphetamines, or cocaine; 

and 11–21 million people who injected drugs. 

“Cannabis was far and away the most widely used illicit drug globally, but heroin and other opiates caused the most harm, 

followed by amphetamine-type stimulants and cocaine,” Professor Hall said.  

“Among the most common harms were drug dependence, overdose deaths, accidents, violence, HIV-AIDS and other blood-

borne infections.” 

Some of the projects the team is working on include ‘The feasibility and ethical acceptability of vaccinating adolescents 

against the effects of nicotine to prevent cigarette smoking’. 

The ‘Neurological insights into addiction’ article will be published today in the annual International Innovation journal for 

2012. 

Here Professor Hall speaks about his neurobiological research on addiction and the progress made to date. 

Media Contact: Kate Sullivan, Marketing Communications Officer, UQ Centre for Clinical Research, 0421 819 807 or 

k.sullivan4@uq.edu.au 

Share link:

 http://tinyurl.com/o5v97rr

Subscribe to the UQ News weekly newsletter

 

 

Subscribe

HOME TOPICS UQ & COMMUNITY SEARCH NEWS UQ NEWS TV PUBLICATIONS PODCASTS CONTACTS 



ENGINEERING + TECHNOLOGY, 
SCIENCE 

ENVIRONMENT + 
SUSTAINABILITY, SCIENCE 

CAREERS, HEALTH + MEDICINE, 
SCIENCE 

ENGINEERING + TECHNOLOGY, 
ENVIRONMENT + 
SUSTAINABILITY, SCIENCE 

SCIENCE, SPORT + RECREATION 

HEALTH + MEDICINE, SCIENCE 

BUSINESS + ECONOMY, 
ENGINEERING + TECHNOLOGY, 
HEALTH + MEDICINE, SCIENCE 

SCIENCE 

Student racers go 
high-tech in search 
for speed 6 March 
2015  

Few friends for shy 
kangaroos 3 March 
2015  

Early-career 
researchers the 
missing link for 
STEM diversity 3 
March 2015  

Modern technology 
monitors World 
Heritage forests 23 
February 2015  

Greyhound racing 
in disgrace as 
riches push trainers 
to barbarity 18 
February 2015  

New molecule 
could improve 
treatments for 
inflammatory 
diseases 17 
February 2015  

Nanopatch vaccine 
technology 
company attracts 
$25 million 10 
February 2015  

Quantum reality 
check 9 February 
2015  



RECENT HEADLINES 

●

●

●

●

More headlines 

The Conversation

What you can do at work to stop the 
violence in our homes
4 March 2015 

Brisbane Olympics case difficult to make
3 March 2015 

Early-career researchers the missing link 
for STEM diversity
2 March 2015 

Read more UQ articles on The Conversation 

Running faster 
equals disaster 9 
February 2015  

Alzheimer’s 
breakthrough 
uses ultrasound 
technology 12 
March 2015  

UQ scientist 
awarded 
$160,000 
asthma research 
grant 11 March 
2015  

UQ graduate to 
give youth a 
stronger voice 11 
March 2015  

Exploring the 
power of music 
in children 10 
March 2015  

Home ›  Queensland researchers work towards better treatment of drug addiction 

Brisbane St Lucia, QLD 4072 

+61 7 3365 1111 

Other Campuses:

UQ Gatton, UQ Herston,  

Ipswich Campus 

Maps and Directions 

© 2015 The University of Queensland

A MEMBER OF 

   

  

Privacy & Terms of use | Feedback  

Authorised by: Director, Office of Marketing and 

Communications

ABN: 63 942 912 684

CRICOS Provider No: 00025B  

QUICK LINKS 

For Media  

Emergency Contact  

SOCIAL MEDIA 
 

EXPLORE 

Giving to UQ  

Faculties & Divisions  

UQ Jobs  

UQ Contacts  

Services & Facilities  

Login  

NEED HELP? 

UQ Answers 

EMERGENCY 

Ph. 3365 3333 


