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W AN Abstract,  [Objective] To study the characteristics of diagnosis and surgical treatment for thoracic stenosis caused by focal type

() AR ossification of ligamentum flavum (OLF). [Methods] From 2001 to 2007, 16 cases of focal type ossification of ligamentum flavum
treated surgically by laminectomy or partia laminectomy were studied retrospectively. The neurological status and effect of operative
treatment were assessed using the Japanese Orthopaedic Association (JOA) scoring system and Epstein standards. [Results] All

O TEL AR patients were followed up for 4 to 60 months with an average of 40.3 months. According to Epstein standards, 9 patients achieved
excellent results, 5 good and 2 fair. The preoperative average JOA scale score was 7.7 points (ranged from 7 to 8 points) and the
postoperative average JOA scale score was 10.2 points (range from 8 to 11 points). [ Conclusion] Clinical manifestation and neurological

() fEZITH

examination associated with MRI and CT is the important means for diagnosisof OLF, and laminectomy or partial laminectomy at the
affected level is effective.
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