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Objective: To investigate the utilization of damage control operation (DCO) in treatment of the severe
thoracoabdominal injuries dominated by abdominal trauma. Methods: The clinical data of 71 patients
with severe thoracoabdominal wounds admitted from March 2008 to June 2011 were retrospectively
analyzed. Of the patients, 41 cases received DCO procedure, and another 30 cases underwent primary
definitive surgery. Results: There were no significant differences in the lactate levels, pH value, body
temperature, and prothrombin time (PT) between the DCO patients after resuscitation and patients
undergoing primary definitive surgery (all P>0.05). All of the 71 patients were cured and discharged
from hospital, while the patients receiving DCO had significantly lower incidence of adhesive ileus and
infection compared with those undergoing primary definitive surgery (both P<0.05). Conclusion: DCO is
a better treatment strategy for patients with severe thoracoabdominal injuries under the condition of a
correct understanding of its indications.
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