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Using vimentin as a potential molecular target for cancer therapy: recent progress
CAO Xiaozhong, LI Jin, GUO Baoliang

(Department of Breast Surgery, the Second Affiliated Hospital, Harbin Medical University, Harbin 150086,
China)

Abstract:

Vimentin is an important member of the intermediate filament (IF) proteins family, which has been found
to be overexpressed in a variety of tumors. This paper overviews the progress in researches concerning
vimentin as a novel molecular target for cancer therapy and the main contents include: the secretion
and regulation of vimentin, and its subcellular distribution and export to cell surface; relationship
between vimentin and cell signaling pathways; relations of vimentin with various cancers and the target
sites of vimentin for drugs.
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