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Abstract

Objective To investigate the significance of focal segmental glomerulosclerosis (FSGS) to
the prognosis of idiopathic membranous nephropathy. Methods 55 patients admitted to
our hospital during March 2003 and March 2007 were enrolled. They were made the
diagnosis of idiopathic membranous nephropathy. They were more than 16 years old
and followed-up more than 6 months. The clinicopathological data were intact with
more than 10 glomeruli in each specimen for light microscope. The patients were
divided into two groups, one was with FSGS (short for FSGS+ group), and the other
without FSGS (short for FSGS- group). The differences of clinicopathological features
and prognosis between the 2 groups were studied. Results The average course before
biopsy of patients in FSGS+ group was obviously longer than patients in FSGS- group.
Furthermore, the average serum creatinine at biopsy and the incidence of hypertension
in the former were higher than the latter. However, there was no difference between 2
groups when it come to the rate of sex, age, serum albumin, serum cholesterol, the
quantitation of 24-hour urinary protein, the rate of nephrotic syndrome, pathological
stage, damage of tubulo-interstitium and damage of blood vessel. Meanwhile there
was no difference in the distribution of treatment modes and renal survival rate
between the 2 groups. However, the remission rate in FSGS+ group was lower than
that in FSGS—group. The analysis of risk factors suggest that glomerular filtration rate
at biopsy was an independent risk factor for renal death and clinical death. Conclusion
FSGS is not an independent risk factor for renal death and clinical death in idiopathic
membranous nephropathy.
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