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Transthoracic and intraoper ative transesophageal echocar diography in diagnosis and assessment of aortic
dissection
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Objective To explore the value of TTE and intraoperative transesophageal echocardiography (IOTEE) in preoperative diagnosis, intraoperative monitoring and postoperative follow-up of aortic
dissection (AD). Methods A total of 56 patients with AD underwent TTE and IOTEE before and after surgical operation. Results There were 36 cases of DeBakey | type AD, 12 of DeBakey ] type
and 8 of DeBakey [[] type AD.The diagnostic sensitivity of TTE was 89.29% (50/56), while of IOTEE was 100% (56/56). |OTEE was superior to TTE in typing AD and assessment of thrombosisin the
false lumen, intimal tearing and location of the rupture. Paravalvular leaks were detected in 2 cases receiving Bentall procedures by |OTEE immediately after operation and were repaired again successfully.
The function of aortic valvesin the other cases were normal. Three days to 1 month after operation, TTE showed that the function of aortic valves and artificial vessels were normal in 55 cases and the

anastomosis of |eft coronary wastorein 1 case which received anastomosis again and recovered. Conclusion TTE plays an important role in diagnosis and postoperative follow-up of AD, and IOTEE
does an important job in selection of surgical method and assessment of operation effect immediately.
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