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Clinical applications of diffusion weighted magnetic resonance imaging in head and neck
cancer
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Conventional imaging modalities, such as CT and MRI, have been extensively applied to the diagnosis, staging, evaluation and follow-
up in the head and neck cancer. However, there is still a way to go in the staging of lymph node and differential diagnosis of recurrence
and post-radiation effects. Diffusion weighted imaging, a new technique in MRI, can provide more detailed anatomic information, and can
play a role in the following aspects: pathologic diagnosis, staging of lymph node, early prediction of therapeutic response and
differential diagnosis of recurrence and post-radiation effects, which is quite valuable in the selection and optimization of therapeutic
strategies of head and neck cancer. In this article, we reviewed the current applications of diffusion weighted imaging in the management
of head and neck cancer
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