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ABSTRACT

Globalization in the Internet era has rendered job mobility and migration frequent and important social
phenomena, with implications at several different levels of societies. In addition, migration, either
voluntary or forced, is accompanied by significant changes in suicide ideation, frequency of suicide
attempts and rates of suicide of people that migrate compared to the host country. However, several
different peculiarities render the interpretation of the interaction of migration-suicidality as quite
complex. This article provides an overview of the most significant aspects that contribute to this
complexity, in order to provide the reader with a road map for better orientation in a world of rapidly
changing landscapes.

KEYWORDS
Globalization; Migration; Acculturation Stress; Inter-Generational Conflicts; Asylum Seekers

Cite this paper
K. Ratkowska and D. De Leo, "Suicide in Immigrants: An Overview," Open Journal of Medical Psychology, Vol. 2
No. 3, 2013, pp. 124-133. doi: 10.4236/0jmp.2013.23019.

References
[1] E. Durkheim, ““Suicide, A Study in Sociology,”” Routledge, London, 2002. doi:10.1522/cla.due.sui2

[2] A. Milner, R. McClure, J. Sun, et al., ““Globalisation and Suicide: An Empirical Investigation in 35
Countries over the Period 1980-2006,”” Health & Place, Vol. 17, No. 4, 2011, pp. 996-1003.
doi:10.1016/j.healthplace.2011.03.002

[3] Z. Bauman, ““Globalization: The Human Consequences,”” Polity, Cambridge, 1998.

[4] P. lliceto, M. Pompili, G. Candilera, et al., ““Suicide Risk and Psychopathology in Immigrants: A Multi-
Group Confirmatory Factor Analysis,”” Social Psychiatry and Psychiatric Epidemiology, 2012.
doi:10.1007/s00127-012-0608-4

[51 D. Bhugra, S. Gupta, K. Bhui, et al., ““WPA Guidance on Mental Health and Mental Health Care in
Migrants,”” World Psychiatry, Vol. 10, No. 1, 2011, pp. 2-10.

[6]1 J. D. Hovey, ““Acculturative Stress, Depression, and Suicidal Ideation in Mexican Immigrants,””
Cultural Diversity & Ethnic Minority Psychology, Vol. 6, No. 2, 2000, pp. 134-151. doi:10.1037/1099-
9809.6.2.134

[71 A. M. Ponizovsky and M. S. Ritsner, ““Suicide Ideation among Recent Immigrants to Israel from the

Former Soviet Union: An Epidemiological Survey of Prevalence and Risk Factors,”” Suicide and Life-
Threatening Behavior, Vol. 29, No. 4, 1999, pp. 376-392.

[8] G. Borges, J. Breslau and M. Su, ““Immigration and Suicidal Behavior among Mexicans and Mexican
Americans,”” American Journal of Public Health, Vol. 99, No. 4, 2009, pp. 728-733.
doi:10.2105/AJPH.2008.135160

[9]1 P. R. Smokowski, C. David-Ferdon and N. Stroupe, ““Acculturation and Violence in Minority

Adolescents: A Review of the Empirical Literature,”” Journal of Primary Prevention, Vol. 30, No. 3-4,

* Open Special Issues

® Published Special Issues
® Special Issues Guideline
OJMP Subscription

Free Newsletter Subscription
Most popular papers in OJMP
Publication Ethics Statement
About OJMP News

Frequently Asked Questions
Recommend to Peers
Recommend to Library

Contact Us

Downloads: 10,715

Visits: 71,565

Sponsors, Associates, and
Links >>

® Conference on Psychology and
Social Harmony (CPSH 2014),
May 15-16, 2014, Suzhou,China

® 2013 Psychology and Health
Conference (PHC 2013),
November 29-December 1, 2013,

Sanya,China



[10]

[11]

[12]

[13]

[14]

[15]

[16]

[17]

[18]

[19]

[20]

[21]

[22]

[23]

[24]

[25]

[26]

[27]

2009, pp. 215-263. doi:10.1007/s10935-009-0173-0

J. D. Hovey and C. A. King, ““Suicidality among Acculturating Mexican Americans: Current Knowledge
and Directions for Research,”” Suicide and Life-Threatening Behavior, Vol. 27, No. 1, 1997, pp. 92-
103.

T. Wadsworth and C. E. Kubrin, ““Hispanic Suicide in U.S. Metropolitan Areas: Examining the Effects
of Immigration, Assimilation, Affluence, and Disadvantage,”” American Journal of Sociology, Vol. 112,
No. 6, 2007, pp. 1848-1885. doi:10.1086/512711

B. Mullen and J. M. Smyth, ““Immigrant Suicide Rates as a Function of Ethnophaulisms: Hate Speech
Predicts Death,”” Psychosomatic  Medicine, Vol. 66, No. 3, 2004, pp- 343-348.
doi:10.1097/01.psy.0000126197.59447.b3

G. Livingston and S. Sembhi, ““Mental Health of the Ageing Immigrant Population,”” Advances in
Psychiatric Treatment, Vol. 9, 2003, pp. 31-37. d0i:10.1192/apt.9.1.31

P. W. Burvill, ““Migrant Suicide Rates in Australia and in Country of Birth,”” Psychological Medicine,
Vol. 28, No. 1, 1998, pp. 201-208. doi:10.1017/S0033291797005850

N. Ide, K. Kolves, M. Cassaniti, et al., ““Suicide of First-Generation Immigrants in Australia, 1974-
2006,”” Social Psychiatry and Psychiatric Epidemiology, Vol. 47, No. 12, 2012, pp. 1917-1927.
doi:10.1007/s00127-012-0499-4

E. Kliewer and R. H. Ward, ““Convergence of Immigrant Suicide Rates to Those in the Destination
Country,”” American Journal of Epidemiology, Vol. 127, No. 3, 1988, pp. 640-653.

A. Shah, J. Lindesay and M. Dennis, ““Comparison of Elderly Suicide Rates among Migrants in England
and Wales with Their Country of Origin,”” International Journal of Geriatric Psychiatry, Vol. 24, No. 3,
2009, pp. 292-299. doi:10.1002/gps.2105

M. Voracek and L. M. Loibl, ““Consistency of Immigrant and Country-of-Birth Suicide Rates: A Meta-
Analysis,”” Acta Psychiatrica Scandinavica, Vol. 118, No. 4, 2008, pp. 259-271. doi:10.1111/j.1600-
0447.2008.01238.x

E. Pavlovic and A. Marusic, ““Suicide in Croatia and in Croatian Immigrant Groups in Australia and
Slovenia,”” Croatian Medical Journal, Vol. 42, 2001, pp. 669-672.

M. Voracek, L. M. Loibl, K. Dervic, et al., ““Consistency of Immigrant Suicide Rates in Austria with
Country-of-Birth Suicide Rates: A Role for Genetic Risk Factors for Suicide?”” Psychiatric Research,
Vol. 170, No. 2, 2009, pp. 286-289. doi:10.1016/j.psychres.2008.10.032

L. C. Bursztein, I. H. Makinen, A. Apter, et al., ““Attempted Suicide among Immigrants in European
Countries: An International Perspective,”” Social Psychiatry and Psychiatric Epidemiology, Vol. 47,
2012, pp. 241-251. doi:10.1007/s00127-010-0336-6

M. Ferrada-Noli, ““A Cross-Cultural Breakdown of Swedish Suicide,”” Acta Psychiatrica Scandinavica,
Vol. 96, No. 2, 1997, pp. 108-116. doi:10.1111/j.1600-0447.1997.tb09914.x

L. M. Johansson, J. Sundquist, S. E. Johansson, et al., ““Suicide among Foreign-Born Minorities and
Native Swedes: An Epidemiological Follow-Up Study of a Defined Population,”” Social Science &
Medicine, Vol. 44, No. 2, 1997, pp. 181-187. d0i:10.1016/S0277-9536(96)00142-6

S. Morrell, R. Taylor, E. Slaytor, et al., ““Urban and Rural Suicide Differentials in Migrants and the
Australian-Born, New South Wales, Australia 1985-1994,7” Social Science & Medicine, Vol. 49, No. 1,
1999, pp. 81-91. doi:10.1016/S0277-9536(99)00083-0

G. K. Singh and R. A. Hiatt, ““Trends and Disparities in Socioeconomic and Behavioural
Characteristics, Life Expectancy, and Cause-Specific Mortality of Native-Born and Foreign-Born
Populations in the United States, 1979-2003,”” International Journal of Epidemiology, Vol. 35, No. 4,
2006, pp. 903-919. doi:10.1093/ije/dyl089

M. Ferrada-Noli, K. Ormstad and M. Ahberg, ““Pathoanatomic Findings and Blood Alcohol Analysis at
Autopsy (BAC) in Forensic Diagnoses of Undetermined Suicide. A Cross-Cultural Study,”” Forensic
Science International, Vol. 78, No. 2, 1996, pp. 157-163. doi:10.1016/0379-0738(95)01890-5

K. Kbélves, M. Sisask, L. Anion, et al., ““Factors Predicting Suicide among Russians in Estonia in
Comparison with Estonians: Case-Control Study,”” Croatian Medical Journal, Vol. 47, No. 6, 2006, pp.
869-877.



[28]

[29]

[30]

[31]

[32]

[33]

[34]

[35]

[36]

[37]

[38]

[39]

[40]

[41]

[42]

[43]

[44]

[45]

[46]

A. M. El-Sayed, M. Tracy, P. Scarborough, et al., ““Suicide among Arab-Americans,”” PLoS ONE, Vol. 6,
No. 2, 2011, p. e14704. doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0014704

L. C. Bursztein and I. H. Makinen, ““Immigration and Suicidality in the Young,”” Canadian Journal of
Psychiatry, Vol. 55, No. 5, 2010, pp. 274-281.

D. D. Van Bergen, J. H. Smit, A. J. F. M. Kerkhof, et al., ““Gender and Cultural Patterns of Suicidal
Behavior in Young Hindustani Immigrant Women in the Netherlands,”” Crisis, Vol. 27, No. 4, 2006,
pp. 181-188. doi:10.1027/0227-5910.27.4.181

M. H. R. Hicks and D. Bhugra, ““Perceived Causes of Suicide Attempts by UK South Asian Women,”~
American Journal of Orthopsychiatry, Vol. 73, No. 4, 2003, pp. 455-462. doi:10.1037/0002-
9432.73.4.455

K. Kosidou, C. Hellner-Gumpert, P. Fredlund, et al., ““Immigration, Transition into Adult Life and Social
Adversity in Relation to Psychological Distress and Suicide Attempts among Young Adults,”” Plos ONE,
Vol. 7, No. 10, 2012, p. e46284. doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0046284

D. D. Van Bergen, J. H. Smit, A. J. L. M. Van Balkom, et al., ““Suicidal Ideation in Ethnic Minority and
Majority Adolescents in Utrecht, The Netherlands,”” Crisis, Vol. 29, No. 2, 2008, pp. 202-208.
doi:10.1027/0227-5910.29.4.202

D. Van Bergen, J. H. Smit, A. J. L. M. Van Balkom, et al., ““Suicidal Behaviour of Young Immigrant
Women in the Netherlands. Can We Use Durkheim s Concept of ““Fatalistic Suicide”” to Explain
Their High Incidence of Attempted Suicide?”” Ethnic and Racial Studies, Vol. 32, No. 2, 2009, pp. 302-
322. doi:10.1080/01419870802315043

M. G. Carta, M. Bernal, M. C. Hardoy, et al., ““Migration and Mental Health in Europe (the State of the
Mental health in Europe Working Group: Appendix 1),”” Clinical Practice and Epidemiology in Mental
Health, Vol. 1, 2005, p. 13. d0i:10.1186/1745-0179-1-13

K. Kolves, T. Vecchiato, M. Pivetti, et al., ““Non-Fatal Suicidal Behaviour in Padua, Italy, in Two
Different Periods: 1992-1996 and 2002-2006,”” Social Psychiatry and Psychiatric Epidemiology, Vol.
46, No. 9, 2011, pp. 805-811. doi:10.1007/s00127-010-0251-x

A. Marusic, M. Perman, M. Zorko, et al., ““Investigating Surnames of Males Who Committed Suicide in
a Patrilineal Society [Abstract],”” Psychiatria Danubina, Vol. 18, No. 1, 2006, pp. 140.

J. Mirsky, R. Kohn, P. Dolberg, et al., ““Suicidal Behavior among Immigrants,”” Social Psychiatry and
Psychiatric Epidemiology, Vol. 46, No. 11, 2011, pp. 1133-1141. doi:10.1007/s00127-010-0280-5

K. Nasseri and L. H. Moulton, ““Patterns of Death in the First and Second Generation Immigrants
from Selected Middle Eastern Countries in California,”” Journal of Immigrant and Minority Health, Vol.
13, No. 2, 2011, pp. 361-370. doi:10.1007/s10903-009-9270-7

R. Taylor, S. Morrell, E. Slaytor, et al., ““Suicide in Urban New South Wales, Australia 1985-1994:
Socio-Economic and Migrant Interactions,”” Social Science & Medicine, Vol. 47, No. 11, 1998, pp.
1677-1686. doi:10.1016/S0277-9536(98)00243-3

K. Kolves and D. De Leo, ““Suicide Trends in Australian-Born and Overseas-Born Individuals:
Differences and Similarities over the Last Two Decades,”” Medical Journal of Australia, Submitted.

E. K. Hansson, A. Tuck, S. Lurie, et al., ““Rates of Mental Iliness and Suicidality in Immigrant, Refugee,
Ethnocultural, and Racialized Groups in Canada: A Review of the Literature,”” Canadian Journal of
Psychiatry, Vol. 57, No. 2, 2012, pp. 111-121.

E. C. Malenfant, ““Suicide in Canada ”s Immigrant Population,”” Public Health Reports, Vol. 15, No. 2,
2004, pp. 9-17.

S. W. Pan and R. M. Carpiano, ““Immigrant Density, Sense of Community Belonging, and Suicidal
Ideation Among Racial Minority and White Immigrants in Canada,”” Journal of Immigrant and Minority
Health, Vol. 15, No. 1, 2013, pp. 34-42. doi:10.1007/s10903-012-9657-8

A. A. Duldulao, D. T. Takeuchi and S. Hong, ““Correlates of Suicidal Behaviors Among Asian
Americans,”” Archives of Suicide Research, Vol. 13, No. 3, 2009, pp. 277-290.
doi:10.1080/13811110903044567

K. Nasseri, ““Mortality in First Generation White Immigrants in California, 1989-1999,”” Journal of
Immigrant and Minority Health, Vol. 10, No. 3, 2008, pp. 197-205. doi:10.1007/s10903-007-9070-x



[47] A. Hjern and P. Allebeck, ““Suicide in First- and Second- Generation Immigrants in Sweden A
Comparative Study,”” Social Psychiatry and Psychiatric Epidemiology, Vol. 37, No. 9, 2002, pp. 423-
429. doi:10.1007/s00127-002-0564-5

[48] F. Termorshuizen, A. |I. Wierdsma, E. Visser, et al., ““Psychosis and Suicide Risk by Ethnic Origin and
History of Migration in the Netherlands,”” Schizophrenia Research, Vol. 138, No. 2, 2012, pp. 268-
273. doi:10.1016/j.schres.2012.03.035

[49] J. B. Pefia, P. A. Wyman, C. H. Brown, et al., ““Immigration Generation Status and Its Association
with Suicide Attempts, Substance Use, and Depressive Symptoms among Latino Adolescents in the
USA,”” Prevention Science, Vol. 9, No. 4, 2008, pp. 299-310. doi:10.1007/s11121-008-0105-x

[50] P. A. Buescher, ““A Review of Available Data on the Health of the Latino Population in North
Carolina,”” North Carolina Medical Journal, Vol. 64, No. 3, 2003, pp. 97-105.

[51] B. Greenfield, C. Rousseau, J. Slatkoff, et al., ““Profile of a Metropolitan North American Immigrant
Suicidal Adolescent Population,”” Canadian Journal of Psychiatry, Vol. 51, No. 3, 2006, pp. 155-159.

[52] Y. B. Cho and N. Haslam, ““Suicidal Ideation and Distress among Immigrant Adolescents: The Role of
Acculturation, Life Stress, and Social Support,”” Journal of Youth and Adolescence, Vol. 39, No. 4,
2010, pp. 370-379. doi:10.1007/s10964-009-9415-y

[53] J. Cohen, ““Safe in Our Hands?: A Study of Suicide and Self-Harm in Asylum Seekers,”” Journal of
Forensic and Legal Medicine, Vol. 15, No. 4, 2008, pp. 235-244. doi:10.1016/j.jflm.2007.11.001

[54] M. Ferrada-Noli, M. Asberg, K. Ormstad, et al., ““Suicidal Behavior After Severe Trauma. Part 1: PTSD
Diagnoses, Psychiatric Comorbidity, and Assessments of Suicidal Behavior,”” Journal of Traumatic
Stress, Vol. 11, No. 1, 1998, pp. 103-112. doi:10.1023/A:1024461216994

[55] S. Goosen, A. E. Kunst, K. Stronks, et al., ““Suicide Death and Hospital-Treated Suicidal Behaviour in
Asylum Seekers in the Netherlands: A National Registry-Based Study,”” BMC Public Health, Vol. 11,
2011, p. 484. d0i:10.1186/1471-2458-11-484

[56] J. Borrill and D. A. Taylor, ““Suicides by Foreign National Prisoners in England and Wales 2007:
Mental Health and Cultural Issues,”” Journal of Forensic Psychiatry and Psychology, Vol. 20, No. 6,
2009, pp. 886-905. doi:10.1080/14789940903174113

[57] G. L. Larkin, H. Rivera, H. Xu, et al., ““Community Responses to a Suicidal Crisis: Implications for
Suicide Prevention,”” Suicide Life Threat Behavior, Vol. 41, No. 1, 2011, pp. 79-86.
do0i:10.1111/j.1943-278X.2010.00013.x

[58] D. B. Goldston, S. D. Molock, L. B. Whitbeck, et al., ““Cultural Considerations in Adolescent Suicide
Prevention and Psychosocial Treatment,”” American Psychologist, Vol. 63, No. 1, 2008, pp. 14-31.
doi:10.1037/0003-066X.63.1.14

[59] Y. Kim and D. Grant, ““Immigration Patterns, Social Support, and Adaptation among Korean
Immigrant Women and Korean American Women,”” Cultural Diversity and Mental Health, Vol. 3, No.
4, 1997, pp. 235-245. doi:10.1037/1099-9809.3.4.235

[60] C. M. Garcia and E. M. Saewyc, ““Perceptions of Mental Health among Recently Immigrated Mexican
Adolescents,”” Issues in Mental Health Nursing, Vol. 28, No. 1, 2007, pp. 37-54.
doi:10.1080/01612840600996257

[61] A. Kleinman, ““Culture and Depression,”” The New England Journal of Medicine, Vol. 351, No. 10,
2004, pp. 951-953. doi:10.1056/NEJMp048078

Home | About SCIRP | Sitemap | Contact Us

Copyright © 2006-2013 Scientific Research Publishing Inc. All rights reserved.




