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This article reports the effect of dihydroartemisinin (DHA) on transferrin receptor (TfR)in myeloid

leukemia cells by establishing the model of normal iron HL60 and K562 cells and iron overload K562 cells
in vitro. The TfR content of myeloid leukemia cells was determined by flow cytometry, and the effect of  F Article by

DHA on iron content in K562 cells was determined by atomic absorption spectrophotometric analysis.
Furthermore, the inhibitory effect of DHA on the anti-proliferation and expression of TfR protein and
mRNA in myeloid leukemia cells was studied. As a result, DHA effectively decreased the TfR content and
down-regulated TfR protein expression in normal iron HL60 and K562 cells in a dose- and time-
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dependent manner and inhibited the cell proliferation. The IC;, were 1.74 and 11.33 pmoI-L'l,
respectively. DHA exerted more pronounced inhibitory action on expression of TfR protein and mRNA in

iron overload K562 cells. Compared to normal iron K562 cells, the TfR protein and mRNA levels were
lowered by 28.1% (P<0.01) and 26.2% (P<0.05), respectively, after DHA treatment for 48 h in iron
overload K562 cells. Moreover, DHA decreased the iron content of iron overload K562 cells and inhibited
the proliferation of iron overload K562 cells more potently. DHA effectively down-regulated the TfR
content as well as expression of TfR protein and mRNA in normal iron myeloid leukemia cells. DHA also
inhibited the proliferation of HL60 and K562 cells. The anti-proliferation effect of DHA on iron overload
K562 cells was more striking.
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