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Abstract:

Defensins are small endogenous antimicrobial peptides rich in cysteines. Human defensins can be divided into a-, B- and 6-defensins. In
addition to broad-spectrum antimicrobial activities, Defensins also have anti-virus, immunomodulatory, opsonophagocytosis, cytotoxicity and
other biological activities; and they play important roles in anti-infection and anti-tumor effects. Cytotoxicity, immune mechanism and anti-
angiogenesis of tumors are the main mechanisms of the anti-tumor effects of defensins. In this paper we review the structural features,
biological activities, anti-tumor effects/mechanism of defensin.
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