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Chest CT findings of pneumocystis carinii pneumoniain children
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Objective To observe CT manifestationsin children with pneumocystis carinii pneumonia. M ethods CT imagesin 8 patients (5 male, 3 female, median age 5 years) proved by the presence of
pneumocystis organisms in induced sputum or bronchoalveolar lavage fluid were analyzed, including counting the rate of airspace consolidation, ground glass opacity, interlobular septal thickening,
thickening of bronchial wall, hyperinflation, pleural effusion, bullag, nodule and reticulation. Results Airspace consolidation was found in all 8 cases (8/8, 100%) which presented more frequently
(6/8,75.00%) in sub-segment in apicoposterior segment of upper lobe and in posterior basal segment of lower lobe. Ground glass opacity was observed in 6 patients (6/8, 75.00%) which more frequently
affected entire lower lobe. Interlobular septal thickening was detected in 3 cases (3/8, 37.50%). Thickening of bronchial wall and hyperinflation was found in 2 cases (2/8, 25.00%) respectively. A few
pleural effusion wasfound in 1 case (1/8, 12.50%). None of bullae, nodule nor reticulation was found in all patients. Conclusion CT isimportant in diagnosing pneumocystis carinii pneumoniain children.
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