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Analyses on fishing ground and catch composition of large-scale
light falling-net fisheries in South China Sea

ZHANG Peng', ZENG Xiaoguang’, YANG Lin', PENG Changhan®, ZHANG Xufeng',
YANG Sheng’, TAN Yongguang', YANG Bingzhong', YAN Lei'
(1. Scientific Observing and Experimental Station of South China Sea Fishery Resources & Environments ,
Ministry of Agriculture; South China Sea Fisheries Research Institute, Chinese Academy
Fishery Sciences, Guangzhou 510300, China; 2. Regional Bureau of South China
Sea Fishery Management, Ministry of Agriculture, Guangzhou 510080)

Abstract: Based on the monitoring data of " QIONG WEN CHANG NO - 33180" from August 2005 to May 2010, we analyzed the
fishing grounds, fishing season and dominant species of large-scale light falling-net fisheries in South China Sea. Results show that the
dominant species are Sthenoteuthis oualaniensis, Carangidae, Trichiurus japonicus, Loligo and Auxis, which account for 40.94% ,
21.92% , 13.56% , 10.17% and 6.21% of the total, respectively. We divide the fishing grounds into three areas: area I , which
is located in deep waters close to Xisha & Zhongsha Islands; area Il , located in continental shelf waters outside Pearl River estuary;
and area [l[, located in continental shelf waters in Beibu Gulf. Dominant species of area [ is S. oualaniensi, which account for
91. 10% of total landings, and the second most species is large tunas ( Thunnus albacares, T. obesus), making up 0. 83%. Dominant

species of area ]I are Carangidae, Loligo and T. japonicus, which account for 42. 88% , 20.34% and 14.52% , respectively. Domi-

i EH: 2013-01-04; f&EIHHE: 2013-02-28
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nant species of area Il are T. japonicus, Carangidae and Loligo, which account for 45.06% , 22.16% and 14.58% , respectively.

The fishing vessels operate mainly in area I from March to May, in area Il from August to September and December to February,

and in area [l from October to November. Besides, annual fishing days in area [ vary dramatically. It is suggested that Fishing

Closed Season for falling-net fishing in area ] should be adjusted.

Key words: South China Sea; light falling net; fishing ground and season; catch composition
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