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The Study on Relationship Between Biodiversity and
Habitat of Catfish Family Sisoridae (Siluriformes) in China

ZHOU Wei, LI Ming-hui

(Faculty of Conservation Biology, Southwest Forestry College, Kunming 650224,
China)

Abstract

There are 50 species or subspecies of Sisoridae belonging to 12 genera in China. They
distribute in many river systems of South China. Yunnan is the best richness area in species
and genera of Sisoridae. The evolutionary trend of Sisoridae is crawled in rushing river bottom
and their morphologic characters and habits have taken place a series of adaptive changes
greatly. Because of lower capacity of swim, fishes of Sisoridae have a close relationship with
environment of rivers and are sensitive to changes of hydrology and river water quality. So
they are good indicators of river environment quality. Their living pressure comes from
environment changes caused by vegetation breakage, water conservancy, hydroelectric
power station construction and water pollution as well as over catching. The pressure
endured by Sisoridae also happens in other water organism equally. It is an urgent affair to
protect fresh-water living creature resources effectively.
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