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Abstract

<P>The derivative-free restricted maximum likelihood (DFREML) method was used
to compare the differences of genetic parameter estimates of Inner Mongolian
Cashmere Goats under two models, which differ in whether maternal genetic effect
is taken into account. The differences between the two models were, tested by
likelihood ratio test. The results show that maternal genetic effect highly affects live
body weight and cashmere thickness while has no significant effect on raw
cashmere weight, staple length, fibre diameter and fibre length.</P>
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