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Effect of Different Mowing Period on Alfalfa Hay Modulation
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Abstract:

The quality of alfalfa hay from different mowing period was studied. The results show that the drying
speed of alfalfa mowed during full flowering stage is faster than that mowed during initial flowering stage
and pod-filling stage. For hay modulation, it takes 28 h to dry after mowing during full flowering stage,
but 32 h to dry after mowing during initial flowering stage or pod-filling stage. The proper water content
of hay is 20%. The protein content of alfalfa leaves in initial flowering stage is 1.38 - 1.95 times higher
than that of stem, so leaves weight in alfalfa hay is a key factor to hay quality. Stem/leaf ratio of the
hay mowed during different stage showed big differences. Stem/leaf ratio of the hay mowed during pod-
filling stage is significantly higher than that mowed during full flowering stage and about 5-7 times higher
than that mowed during initial flowering stage. The alfalfa mowed during initial flowering stage with little
change in stem/leaf ratio and leaves weight is suitable for gaining high quality hay modulation.
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