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Abstract: Gastrointestinal health of animals determines their overall level of function and productivity, and the
improvement of structure and function in intestine has a great influence on healthy growth of animals. However,
some factors can cause intestinal injury, reduction of growth performance and immunity in animal production. b A
Epidermal growth factor (EGF) is one of growth factor family members, which has many biological functions. EGF can

stimulate cellular proliferation and differentiation, and enhance protein and DNA synthesis of epithelial tissues. The b AR
unique roles of EGF are promoting growth and development and repairing damage of the intestinal tract, which are b T
related to intestinal structure and function. This paper reviewed the mediated signal pathways by EGF, and its b5

biological functions such as promoting intestinal development, repairing damaged intestine, affecting enzyme
activities in intestinal tract and improving digestion and absorption of nutrients.
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