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Abstract: This experiment was conducted to study the effects of dietary zinc source and level on body weight, =

nutrient digestibility and nitrogen metabolism of male minks in furring period. Eighty-four male minks were randomly
assigned into 7 groups with 12 replicates. The diets were supplemented with 0 (group 1), 15 (group 1), 30 (group
[1I), 45 (group 1V), 60 (group V) and 75 mg/kg zinc methionine (group VI) and 60 mg/kg zinc sulfate (group VI),
respectively. The adaptation period lasted for 7 days and the formal period lasted for 40 days. The results showed
that body weight (140 days of age) and average daily gain (120 to 140 days of age) in group Il were significantly [ 4
higher than those in group I and group VI (P<0.05). Ether extract digestibility in group III was significantly higher y AT
than that in group VI (P<0.05). Nitrogen deposition, net protein utilization and protein biological value in group III
were significantly higher than those in group Il (P<0.05). There were no significant differences in these items
between group III and group VI (P>0.05). In conclusion, 30 mg/kg is the optimal level of zinc methionine to add in
diet of male minks in furring period.
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