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INBAR produces a wide range of publications on bamboo and rattan-related topics. We publish ongoing 
series of working papers, proceedings and technical reports. We also issue news magazines and 
corporate documents such as Annual Reports and strategy documents. 
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SOCIO- ECONOMIC CASE STUDY OF THE PRODUCTION- TO-
CONSUMPTION SYSTEM OF THE RATTAN SECTOR IN 
CAMEROON «  WORKING PAPERS «  D O W N L O A D S  

DESCRIPTION 

This project studied the production-to-consumption system of rattan in Cameroon, 
identified problems faced by various actors within it, and identified development 
options for the improvement of livelihoods in the study area and for a sustainable 
rattan industry in Cameroon. Thousands of Cameroonians depend upon rattan for 
their livelihoods, mostly the rural poor and underpriveleged urban dwellers with 
limited alternative employment options. The main bottlenecks in the sector include 
unsustainable harvesting, inaccesibility to raw materials during the rainy season, 
lack of storage facilities and tools, low quality of final products, lack of markets and 
lack of government support. The authors recommendations include improving 
natural resource management, introducing on-farm rattan cultivation, improvement 
of transformation techniques and developing trade links. 
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