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Abstract

Water-based ecology: A First Nations' proposal to repair the definition of a forest ecosystem
Michael Blackstock

First Nations Elders are very concerned about whether enough clean drinking water will exist for future generations. Three
highly respected Elders from the Southern Interior of British Columbia helped the author investigate First Nations water-
based ecology: Mary Thomas from the Secwepemc (Shuswap), Millie Michell from the Nlakafiamux (Thompson), and
Mary Louie from the Syilx (Okanagan) Nation. This paper follows on from the author#ll previous examination of First
Nations?spiritual and ecological perspectives on water (BC Journal of Ecosystems and Management 1(1): 54-68). The
Elders?vision of the relationships between water, land, and animals highlights an apparent shortcoming in Western
scienceifl definition of an ecosystem. In this paper, the author encourages a shift towards water-based ecosystem
management, proposing to repair of the definition of forest ecosystems in a way that interweaves First Nations?philosophy
with Western sciencefll ecosystem-based management approach.

Download Full PDE Article (590 KB)

print this page IE'I emall this page E previous pags top of page E

Home | About Us | Our Partners | Strategic Initiatives | Create an Extension request | Contact Us | Corporate Links | Careers | Site Map

Copyright ?1998-2008 FORREX Forum for Resear ch and Extension in Natural Resour ces. All rights reserved. Privacy Policy Terms of Use Help




