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News From the Field 
Revision to rules for color in dinosaurs suggests connection 
between color and physiology

February 12, 2014

 

New research revising the rules on deciphering 
color in dinosaurs may provide a tool for 
understanding the evolutionary emergence of 
flight and changes in dinosaur physiology. While 
surveying melanosome shape in fossil and extant 
specimens, a research team unexpectedly 
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The National Science Foundation (NSF) is an independent 
federal agency that supports fundamental research and 
education across all fields of science and engineering. In 
fiscal year (FY) 2014, its budget is $7.2 billion. NSF funds 
reach all 50 states through grants to nearly 2,000 colleges, 
universities and other institutions. Each year, NSF receives 
about 50,000 competitive requests for funding, and makes 
about 11,500 new funding awards. NSF also awards about 
$593 million in professional and service contracts yearly. 
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discovered that ancient maniraptoran dinosaurs, 
paravians, and living mammals and birds uniquely 
shared the evolutionary development of diverse 
melanosome shapes related to color. Full Story 
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