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Parents open door to drinking for many teens
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[4i2 ] April 17,2007, GAINESVILLE, Fla — The gateway home. Instead of keeping their of the

liquor cabines, Pl acohol
Floridaand the University of Minnesota.

[ %83 ] drinking adolescents

April 17,2007, GAINESVILLE. Fla —

“The gateway to crinking often swings open a home. Instead of keeping their kicslocked out of the liquor cabines, suppliers of alcohol

University of Floridaand the University of Minnesota.

Until now,
school set imbibes. beer or whiskey a parties, most kids get their first home, inthe current the journal
000 12-to and bout 17 percent of 12year-
olds s they had consumed a full alcoholic drink within the past year —
them reported their last drink. That didn't had sips of alcohol or the 4 percent of children who took it from home without thei parents’ knowledge, said Kelli Komro, a U f epidemiology the paper
“This study ey important y onset of drinking, prevent them alcohol for their children,” Komro sad, *There's awhole long it of alcohol
arerdlated .
Alcahol isthe most abused drug in the Urited States, of crashes, sexual assault and violence, U us. report, 15—
about half of all teens—
are morelikely 10 have troublein school, suffer from alcohol rugs than 1. Even worse, a the report states.
Inmost states, o their children cultural or but
Although parents are the primary source of aicohol for 12:year-olds, other adbts over 21 are morelikely to be a 14-year-
old: 14,3 year, of ot their lzstdrink from another adult over 21.
adolescents, alcohol sightly, Komro said
“Its oneof 3 ly * Komro said. *For e, it's one of our challenges to try to get those rates reduced.”
both younger parents, said Rhionda dones-
Webb, of epidemiology at of involved with the study.
“The perception has been that kids get alcohol from other kids or older adults,” said Jones Webb, also co-
the universiy it even aware of the problem.” Jones-
of s part of abroader Project Northland Chicago,
Other  but for Jones
“Webb said.
Although law enforcement officials can trget tores and other commercial sources of alcofol to help prevent teens from getting alcohol there, footing out the social sources of Komro seid. programs, policy and additional enforcement efforts may b
“For parents, of course, the important message s for them to understand that it sisky to provide alcohol for their children,” Komro sad. of , which in turn for dconol

related problems all theway into aduthood "
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