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The Evolvement of U.S. Environmental Policy

Abstract:The United States leads the world in both the number and scope of environmental acts, the first of which was passed over one hundred years ago. The
reasons behind the country’ s comprehensive legal system for environmental protection can be ascribed to its political system, the technological advancement, the
shape of environmental ethics, and the efforts of non-governmental environmental organizations. Despite various twists and turns, the U.S. environmental
conservation has made considerable progress. The economy—oriented legislation in early time has turned into the sustainability—based environmental policy. The
environmental acts didn’ t touch industrial pollution and solid waste until the 1970s, when virtually all significant environmental policies in the country were
established. The Reagan administration’ s loose regulation of environmental issues in the 1980s ended up arousing strong environmental consciousness among the
public. The sustainability—based environmental strategy popular in the 1990s has went well into the twenty—first century. Although the environmental policy is
always influenced by the alteration of political climate, it has moved with the times and been increasingly mature
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