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The emphasis of World Wetlands Day on 2 February 2024 will be on the importance of these Sl.lb_jECtS
areas for boosting cities’ resilience against climate change and for improving human well- Eviohmentil icences CIRnE cRMIOE

being. Rapid urban expansion in lood-prone zones, particularly in China (L. Rentschler er al.
Nature 6223, 87-92; 2023), is destroying and fragmenting urban wetlands that are crucial for
both water retention and flood control,

Even though 13 of the 43 wetland cities globally are in China (go.nature.com/47sdf2x), the D p en A ccess
country is losing wetlands at more than double the rate of two decades ago (D Mao et al, Land

Degrad, Dep. 29, 2644 -2657; 2018). August’s disastrous floods in northern parts of the JO urna I
Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei metropolitan region, for example, were intensified because local
wetlands had been destroyed during development. E SCisnce o

The potential benefits of urban wetlands are still not sufficiently realized. We urge a renewed
commitment to urban wetland conservation in China, building on the foundation of the
Mational Wetlands Conservation Law and advocating for improved connectivity and the

integration of new urban wetlands in sustainable city planning.
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