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Abstract: A SCAE A K

Based on beach quality standards and rating systems abroad, the paper proposes a new beach quality standards rating system adaptable
to the specific situations of China. This system includes 54 factors grouped into two subsystems (natural and socioeconomic). The former
includes three subtypes of geomorphology, hydrology, eco-environment, and the latter includes all types of human activities. In order to
rate the beaches quality, different factor scores were evaluated to beaches with different developing levels, from which five rating
indicators of Diamond, Gold, Silver, Bronze and Disqualification were resulted. The rating system was applied to six beaches in Shandong
and Fujian provinces which can be grouped into two different development stages (developed and developing), and the rating sores
ranged from 84% (Huangcuo at Xiamen) to 47% (Dajing at Xiapu). Applicability of the rating system and management strategies for
beach resources sustainable development were also discussed.
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