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Brief History of Chinese Eastern Railway

JIANG Zhen-huan,ZHENG Shi=xian, CHEN Pu

( Harbin Institute of Technology, Harbin 150080)

Abstract: In late 1898, Tsarist Russia began to build Chinese Eastern Railway after signing a secret pact in 1896 with
Qing Government so that it could shorten the Siberian railway and get through to the Pacific Ocean. Chinese eastern railway
was finished in 1903, and South Manchuria Branch Line was also built at about the same time. Chinese eastern railway has ex—
perienced the periods of Tsarist Russia, International condominium, Sino — Soviet condominium, Manchukuo, and Sino — So—
viet co — operation, and became the northeast railway networks of huge scale at the end of World War [l . The ownership and
management right of Chinese eastern railway didnt return to China until 1953. Chinese eastern railway is a typical example of
the development of colony railway industry.

Key words: Chinese Eastern Railway; South Manchurian Railway; northeast railway networks; history evolution
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