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Social Fortification Mechanism of Traditional Fort Form

WANG Xuan

( School of Architecture Tianjin University Tianjin 300072 China)

Abstract: Fort form is a common defensive style of settlements and architecture in Chinese history. Under the basic ar—
chitectural appearance of outside linear fortification it holds rich and varied social features respectively. Accordingly the pa—
per analyses the building purpose and operating function of fort form in the perspective of sociology. It points out that fort form
can not only play defensive role in insuring daily safety and resisting aggression but also hold some other functions such as
controlling of territory expansion of influence expression of cultural psychology etc. Furthermore it sums up the three main
construction and management styles concerning about social grass —root organization local armed forces and national mili—
tary defensive system. Finally the paper discusses the dual character of defensiveness and offensiveness of fort form taking
account of the intention and requirement of inner social group.
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